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 The Panama is a Pheneonam because it takes less time to get to 

New York from Californa. It helps save more time because If it wasnt there 

you would have to travel all the way around south amreica to get to 

newyork to Californa.And it takes less money to go from Californa to 

newyork because If you go all the way around its going to take more fuel oil 

and many more naturl resourses. And Its less peppol will die couse it takes 

less time cause if you go around theres going to be more dangourse you 

can get sea sick you can chatch a dessease or your ship could crash and 

you will have to go through more bad wheather. 
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 “The Panama Canal, a highway of water, is a phenomenon.” Is what 

the author states in the story and I would have to agree to him myself. It is 

a phenomenon because it has helped people orver the ages to get to other 

countries. 

 One reason for why its a phenomenon is because it helps get across 

the sea faster. One example is that it would take people 15,000 miles from 

New York to California. It is now 8,000 miles shorter because of the 

Panama Canal. 

 Another Reason is that it helps ships out when they are sailing in the 

ocean. It levels out the ocean waters so a ship can sail right on through. It 

would have about 2-3 locks where one would open or close.Water would fill 

up your section and would raise the water so you can go through. 

 The last reason is that The  U.S. and France had agreed that 

$250,000 would go to the Panama Canal every year so that it can stay here 

for many years to come. 

 The Panama Canal is a phenoomenon to me thats for sure but 

maybe not to you. I just wish that the Panama Canal will last forever. 
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 The author claims that the panama Canal is a phenomenon because 

it says in the 1800s you had to go around but now sence there’s a canal 

you don’t have to go around. It states that the canal saved lives and saved 

ships so the canal was a great invention it helps in many ways. The 

panama canal has system locks and gates built in it because the water 

level in the Atlantic ocean is not the same as the Pacific ocean. The locks 

can move from one boat to another boat. The lock is a giant box made of 

concreate. They have to pass through three locks at least.You had three 

choices in 1849 you could go by wagon across America. You could travel 

by sea to panama by foot then finish traveling by sailing. The third choice is 

to board a ship in New York for california. The route led to the atlantic coast 

around the Southern tip of america. The panama canal travel time was 

three months instead of eight months. The canal was started by Ferdinand 

Lesseps and was finished by the U.S Congress.The canal was alot of 

money. But we had people that helped pay for the canal. As you can see 

the panama canal is very helpful but it is a phenomna. 
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 The Panama Canal is important in many ways.  Three ways are that it saves 

time, there are locks and gates, and the deal was viewed as a major foreign policy. 

 First, the Panama Canal saves a lot of time.  If you want to get to California 

from New York and wanted to go on boat you would probably choose the Panama 

Canal instead of going around South America.I takes eight months to go around 

South America and it only takes three months to go through the Panama Canal. 

That is a five month difference and five months is a lot of time. Another way it 

saves time is that you have a less storms. With less time on the trip there is a less 

chance of having so many storms. With less storms that can save many lives. Since 

you don’t have to go around South America the route is a lot shorter. There is 

5000 miles take off the trip because of the Panama Canal. 

 Second, the Panama Canal has locks and gates. When boats and ships go 

through the canal they have to go through three sets of gates . Each gate hold 

millions of gallons of water. So when ships go through each gate water gets 

pumped either in or out of the gate so that the water level is even with the next 

one. What that does is raises or lowers the ships. 

 Lastly, the Panama Canal’s deal was viewed as a major foriegn policy. The 

United States paid France $40 million for the completed work and abandoned 

equipment. Then a treaty between the U.S. and Panama signed paying Panama 

$10 million for a 10-mile wide strip of land. The treaty also guaranteed $250,000 

to Panama each year for the use of land and ensured its independence. 

 I think that the Panama Canal is very important in many ways and that we 

are extremely lucky to be able to use some thing like that. 
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    In 1849, travelers that were going from the east cost are going to the 

west cost. That was from the united states. Those people had three 

choices. For centuries, people around the world have been using human-

made water-ways.They did that so they could move the goods from one 

place to another. They would also moved the people from one place to 

another. 

     In the 1850s, The United States and The great Britan they negotaded a 

treaty. So that they would have a right to build a canal. Whatever happend 

this canal was never built or made. This happend because the project didn’t 

make it beyond the planning stages. With the canal in panama, the trip 

from New York to California is going to be a lot shorter because it would be 

8,000 mile shorter than going on a trip through Sotuh America. 

     In 1879, France began to build a canal all the way across Panama. With 

this project it was led by a man named Ferdidnand de Lesseps. This treaty 

thing also guarnteed a $250,000 trip to Panama.In each year for the use of 

the land an ensured its independance.  

     In November 1904, American workers began the completetion of the 

Panama canal. Then by the early 1913 the panama canal was almost 

finished. The panama canal was taking so long because it was taking 

several months to fill it up with water. In modern times, approximately 

14,000 ships make the fifty mile trip in the panama canal each year. The 

piolot takes the guides through the canal.  

    Time, mony, and mabey even lives have ben there.They use the shorter 

route from the ocean.They go from the ocean to the ocean provided by the 

canal. The panama canal, is a highway of water. Thats why the panama 

canal is a phenomenon. 
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 By 1913 The canal was finised. It took a long time to fill the Canal 

with water. The first boar to go through was a old tugboat. Thousand of 

people wached and cheered, the canal worked perfect. 

 Time, money and lives were saved because of this canal this was 

truly a phonom! 
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Why I think the author claims the Panama Canal is a phenomenon her we 

go read this story and find out. 

    Since the water level of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans is not the same 

a system of locks and gates had to be built in the canals.  

     The locks are pathways for ships to get through. 

     That’s why I think the author claimed the Panama Canal is a 

phenomenon. 
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 The Panama Canal was important because it help many people 

travle. To Build the Panama Canal it took a lot of time and money. The first 

attempt to build the Panama Canal is so people can travel safer and less 

complcated than going all the way around or going through mountains. 

Problems started right once people started constuton. It rained ever day 

and the soil became heavy. 

 

 It’s a good thing they built the Panama Canal because it was hard for 

travel. Befor the canal people could not travel from the Atlantic to the 

Pacific. The panama Canal is like a Highway made out of water.  Also 

when they where building the canal the tempature was like 130f degrees. 

 

 Early 1913 the Canal was finished. A tug boat was the first boat 

through the canal. A bunch of people cheered as all the locks worked 

perfect. I think the canal is so important because time and peoples safty. 
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